
l 

        ST. PETER’S CHURCH 

    262 N. Main Street 

                       Liberty, NY 12754 

                           845-292-4525 

                                Email: srectory1@hvc.rr.com 

                           FB:  St. Peter’s Church, Liberty 

                      Website: www.stpetersliberty.com 

 

LIVING OUR FAITH 

In today’s Gospel, three elements – reason, seeing and witness -come into 

play as much as they did last Sunday with the Samaritan woman at the well. There 

is also an interplay of light and dark, day and night, contrasts that Jesus used to 

explain his message. On a Sabbath day, Jesus sees a man born blind. Jesus takes 

the initiative here, just as he did at Jacob’s well. He puts mud on the man’s eyes 

and sends him to wash it off in the Pool of Siloam. When he does, the man can see. 

In contrast to the Samaritan woman, the blind man doesn’t rush out 

announcing that he has seen the Messiah. Rather, his neighbors see him no longer 

begging by the roadside. They see that he has been cured. When they ask what 

happened, he gives an accurate account of the miracle. His witness is credible to 

them. When the Pharisees hear the man’s story however, it confuses them. They 

simply cannot see how a holy man could violate the law of Moses by healing on 

the Sabbath. When they press the cured man to tell them about Jesus, he declares, 

just as the Samaritan woman, that Jesus is a prophet. Even the man’s personal 

testimony doesn’t shed enough light on the subject for them. Instead, they draw his 

parents into their circle, who afraid of being ousted from the synagogue, claim 

their son, but refuse to admit that Jesus is the Messiah. 

In this Gospel story, the religious leaders see Jesus as the sinner, the outlaw. 

But to the blindman Jesus is a healer, and as such, must be a man of God. For 

giving this testimony and trying to reason with the Pharisees, the man is thrown out 

of the synagogue. 

Only in the second encounter does Jesus reveal himself, as he did to the 

woman at the well, to be the Messiah. “You have seen him” Jesus says. Christ’s 

light illumines our world, enabling us to see God’s presence and grace all around 

us. We too are called to be light. 

 

Questions: Can you describe a time when you “saw” Jesus (in a person, in a 

situation, a news story etc.). What was it like? How were you changed or are you 

changed after an encounter with the Lord? How do you give witness? 
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3 parenting tips from St. Joseph 

The Year of St. Joseph inspires a parent to look closely at the earthly father of 

Jesus. 

MATT PAOLELLI 

It might sound a bit cliché to say that St. Joseph is one of my favorite saints. For a 

long time, it honestly kind of was. When asked that oft-repeated Catholic 

icebreaker question, I felt like St. Joseph ought to be one of my favorite saints. 

With four kids ages 5 and under, I should probably find myself in nearly constant 

intercessory prayer to St. Anthony (“Where are their shoes?!”), St. Jude (“Just let 

me make it through bedtime!”), and St. Joseph (“You had it easy. Your kid was 

Jesus!”). 

Fatherhood clichés aside, I wanted St. Joseph to be more of a spiritual warrior in 

my personal army of saints, but my relationship with him didn’t feel all that 

authentic or particularly deep. How can you get to know someone who never 

speaks in the Bible? And after the birth of Jesus and the flight to Egypt, he pretty 

much vanishes. 

When Pope Francis declared 2021 the Year of St. Joseph, however, I felt this could 

be my chance to truly get to know Joe. Patris Corde (With a Father’s Heart), the 

pope’s apostolic letter released to kick off the Year of St. Joseph, paints a beautiful 

and intriguing picture of St. Joseph and his spiritual character, with a variety of 

traits I hadn’t previously ascribed to this adoptive father of Jesus. 

My curiosity was piqued, so I embarked on the 33-day Consecration to St. Joseph 

using the book by Father Donald Calloway (Marian Press). This spiritual exercise 

forced me to meditate on the life, experience, and intercessory power of St. Joseph 

in a new way. By extrapolating from various Bible passages and exploring the 

writings of other saints, popes, and biblical scholars who have deeply contemplated 

the life of St. Joseph, I came away with a renewed sense of awe at his dedication to 

the complementary vocations of marriage and fatherhood. The journey also 

illuminated a few crucial parenting tips. 

Trust God 

Out of all the biblical figures, St. Joseph must rank pretty highly in terms of those 

who had to accept outlandish-sounding life plans from God. Marry a woman who 

https://uscatholic.org/authors/matt-paolelli/


l 

conceived a baby through the Holy Spirit? Sure thing! Oversee childbirth in a 

manger? OK! Flee to Egypt with a newborn? No problem! Serve as head of a 

household where you’re the only one capable of committing a sin? Of course! 

On this side of the resurrection, all those details fall into place as part of God’s 

plan for the world. St. Joseph, however, was a mere mortal like the rest of us and 

still managed to exhibit complete trust in God even when he didn’t know how the 

story would end. 

This level of trust is a path to sainthood that we would all be wise to emulate. 

While my own life experiences as a husband and father are not as vital to salvation 

history, they still make me cling to St. Joseph’s example as a way of trusting in the 

journey before the destination is revealed. I got married in 2014 and was diagnosed 

with cancer four months later. My wife and I—fully expecting to start a family—

were told chemotherapy would likely render us childless. After consulting with our 

parish priest and deciding to put our family’s future in the palm of God’s hand, we 

didn’t make any alternative fertility arrangements. 

A few months after I wrapped up chemo and was declared to be in full remission, 

my wife became pregnant with our daughter. Less than two years later, we had our 

first son. Then we followed that up with two unexpected pregnancies 19 months 

apart, ultimately having four children in five years. None of this was on our marital 

road map. 

St. Joseph, pray that we all might have a trust like yours, remembering that every 

moment is following God’s perfect design and an opportunity to grow in holiness. 

Treat your family as your vocation 

Once St. Joseph had accepted the plan for his life, he got to work on living out his 

most important vocation: husband and father. Whether he was shuttling a pregnant 

Mary to visit her friend Elizabeth or teaching Jesus the tricks of his carpentry trade, 

the gospel stories are quietly covered in St. Joseph’s faithful, fatherly fingerprints. 

Jesus lived with his parents until the age of 30 and worked alongside St. Joseph—

that meant lots of quality time with Dad, who was no doubt a positive, loving 

influence on Jesus. 

As my young children grow, I already experience the pressures of trying to balance 

career advancement and the daily grind with my desire to be a dedicated and 

formative presence in the lives of my kids. Creating and respecting our traditions 

of post-workday quality time and dinner together will only become more crucial to 

preserving a vocation-focused culture in our family over the years. 

At the same time, the demands of my job and my children can prevent me from 

being the supportive husband I vowed to be on my wedding day. Spending 

intentional one-on-one time with your spouse is a worthwhile investment in your 

relationship that will pay dividends to your kids as well. 

St. Joseph, pray that all parents can model their lives and homes after the domestic 

church of the holy family—striving to will the good of their spouse and children 

and helping one another. 
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Stay humble 

Perhaps the fact that St. Joseph never speaks in the Bible is no accident. It might be 

an intentional reminder of his incredible humility and the quiet perseverance by 

which he lived his saintly life. In a world that promotes instant gratification and an 

ultimately fruitless quest for wealth and fame, St. Joseph’s modest life is radically 

countercultural. 

Humility is the tool by which you can more easily trust in God and live out your 

vocation. If left unchecked, the omnipresent temptation of selfishness can slowly 

erode the bliss of family life, leading to resentment and regret. 

When I’m reminded that every blessing in my life flows from God and nothing I 

accomplish is done on my own, I can put myself in the humble and grateful state of 

mind that inspires the self-sacrificial love St. Joseph modeled so purely in his 

devotion to Mary and Jesus. 

St. Joseph, pray that we will allow ourselves to decrease and God to increase in all 

of our interactions, relationships, and experiences. 

I’m so grateful that the Year of St. Joseph inspired me to look closer at this silent 

saint who perfectly models what I strive for as a husband and father. As patron 

saint of the universal church and the earthly father of our Savior, he is ready to 

intercede for the needs of all families. 

 

CARDINAL DECREES SPECIAL ST. PATRICK’S DAY DISPENSATION 

Catholics are in luck. 

Archbishop of New York Cardinal Timothy Dolan has decreed that he will allow a 

special dispensation to Catholics who wish to enjoy the Irish tradition of eating 

corned beef on St. Patrick's Day. 

This year, the celebration of St. Patrick’s Day falls on Friday, March 17, and 

during the season of Lent, it is a time of abstinence from eating meat in the 

Catholic tradition. 

“As a rule, the church makes laws and expects us to abide by them,” Monsignor 

Joseph P. LaMorte, the vicar general of the Archdiocese of New York, said in a 

statement. “But sometimes there are circumstances that make it possible to obtain a 

dispensation from obeying a law.” 

He added, "The faithful are urged to choose another day of penance during the 

week as part of the Lenten observances or to creatively make a gift to one of our 

food pantries or soup kitchens to ensure the poor will eat." 

(Excerpt taken from the Washington Examiner.) 
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Readings for this Weekend – March 19 

1 Samuel 16: 1b, 6-13a 

                                                    Ephesians 5: 8-14 

John 9: 1-41 

Readings for next Weekend – March 26 

Ezekiel 37: 12-14 

                                                    Romans 8: 8-11 

John 11: 1-45 

 

Donations for last Weekend – March 12 

Regular collection:  $1,802.00 

 

THANK YOU! 

 

 

 
 

We continue to pray for peace in the troubled areas of our world, and in particular, 

we pray for the people of the Ukraine and all those affected by the recent violence 

in our schools and communities. We join our Holy Father in his prayer intentions 

for March 2023 - For victims of abuse: 

We pray for those who have suffered harm from members of the Church; may they 

find within the Church herself a concrete response to their pain and suffering. 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND THOSE IN NEED 

If you would like to add a name to our prayer list, contact the Parish office. 

We kindly ask that you do not request a name to be included without the express 

consent of the person for whom you are requesting prayer. While the request may 

be very well-intentioned, we want to respect people’s right to privacy. 

We ask for prayer for Charles Thomas and his ministry, Betty and Robert 

Friedland, Brian and Maria Cosgrove, Richard Rakin, Andrew Mikulski, Rod 

Baumert, Todd Conklin, Jean Van Lowe, John Fitzsimmons 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE DEARLY DEPARTED 

We lovingly remember in prayer all our deceased family members, friends, and 

parishioners and in particular:  

Gary Tempel, Jim Jensen, Bridget Hinkle, Det. Sgt. Frank Gualdino,  

Pope Benedict XVI, Arianna Toscano, Maureen Stiene, Louis Halvas, Kathryn 

Jones, Sister Kevin John Shields, OP, Anne Ferro, Stanley Brian Stewart 
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STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

Just a reminder that the Stations of the Cross are prayed every Friday evening of 

Lent at 6pm.   

Come and join us for this beautiful Lenten devotion, as we journey with Jesus! 
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UPCOMING CARDINAL’S APPEAL 

If you are able to donate to the Cardinal’s Appeal this year, we would be most 

grateful.  

 Last year we received $23,609 back from the Appeal to help support the Parish. 
 

 
 

 

OUR REGULAR WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE: 

 

Saturday evenings at 7 PM: Mass in Spanish  

 

Sunday mornings at 10 AM: Mass in English **  

 

Sunday evenings at 4:00 PM: Mass in English  

 

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at 8:30 AM: (Mass in English)  

 

**We will continue to livestream our Sunday morning Mass on 

Facebook. 
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